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	CATEGORY
	+5
Above Standards
	+4
Meets Standards
	+3
Approaching Standards
	+2
Below Standards
	Score

	Introduction and Background

(Date, place, and situation)


	The introduction introduces the topic with sufficient background information.
	The background information is insufficient.
	The introductory paragraph’s connection to the topic is not clear. 
	The introductory paragraph is not relevant to the topic.
	

	CATEGORY
	+15
Above Standards
	+13
Meets Standards
	+11
Approaching Standards
	+8
Below Standards
	Score

	Thesis Statement
(Names the topic)
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay and outlines each of the main points to be discussed (roadmap).
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay, but does not outline all of the main points (roadmap).
	The thesis statement outlines some of the main points to be discussed (roadmap) but does not name the topic.
	The thesis statement does not name the topic.
	

	CATEGORY
	+30
Above Standards
	+25 

Meets Standards
	+21
Approaching Standards
	+15 

Below Standards
	Score

	Analysis: (Who/What/When/ Where)
Examples/Evidence: (Document Citation)
	All analysis examples/ evidence are separated by paragraphs, reported accurately, and there are at least six examples reported and cited correctly.
	Most analysis examples/ evidence are separated by paragraphs, reported accurately and there are at least four examples and cited.
	Some analysis examples/evidence are reported inaccurately, but at least two examples are accurate and cited correctly.
	No analysis examples/ evidence are given.
	

	CATEGORY
	+30

Above Standards
	+25
Meets Standards
	+21
Approaching Standards
	+15
Below Standards
	Score

	Argument/Commentary: (Why/How)

Explanation:
(So what?)
	Argument/Commentary and explanations are given that show why/how all of analysis evidence supports the author's thesis statement.  Each body paragraph has an effective topic sentence.
	Argument/Commentary and explanations are given that show why/how some of the analysis evidence supports the author's thesis statement.  Some body paragraphs have topic sentences
	Argument/Commentary and explanation is attempted and shows why/how some of analysis evidence supports the author's thesis statement.  Topic sentences were attempted
	No argument/ commentary or explanation is given for any of the analysis evidence.
	

	CATEGORY
	+20
Above Standards
	+17
Meets Standards
	+14
Approaching Standards
	+10
Below Standards
	Score

	Conclusion/Closing paragraph

(Restates Thesis Statement in new way) & (Recommendation /Prediction/Hope/ Warning)
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader solidly understanding the writer's position. Effective restatement of the position begins the closing paragraph and an although/however statement is given.
	The conclusion is recognizable, but the author's position is not restated.  There is an attempt at an although/however statement but it is not clear.
	The author's position is not restated within the closing paragraph, but there is an attempt at an although/however statement.
	There is no conclusion; the paper just ends.
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