Study Guide:  Final Exam

First Semester

United States History

200 Points Possible

Changing America

*how did immigration affect the growth of industry and urban areas (cities)?

*what actions were taken as a result of Upton Sinclair’s novel The Jungle?

*why did the majority of immigrants settle in Northern cities between 1880 and 1920?

*what was the main objective of nativists?

*from where did the majority of immigrants come after the 1890s?

*what were political machines and why did immigrants typically support them?

*what economic philosophy did industrial leaders at the turn of the century support?

*why did many businesses form trusts, pools and holding companies?

*how did American industrial leaders used the theory of Social Darwinism to justify their business practices?

*America’s natural resources led to the growth of what two industries?

*what is the theory of Social Darwinism?

*what role did followers of the Social Gospel believe that organized religion should take in society?

*why were most strikes by unions in the late 1800s unsuccessful?

*what economic issues did the Populists fight for?

*what goal in regards to big business was shared by Progressives and Populists?

*what did most Progressives believe about the role of government and legislation in society?

*what is the main purpose of antitrust legislation in the United States?

*what Progressive reforms is Theodore Roosevelt known for?

*how did the Muckrakers inform the public?

*what political reforms gave citizens the chance to gain greater control over their state government?

The US Becomes a World Power

*how did the US acquire the Canal Zone in Panama?

*what was President Wilson’s Moral Diplomacy?

*when the US began to look to expand its influence to other parts of the world, it followed which foreign policy?

*what caused the US to become an imperialistic nation?

*how has US foreign and economic policies sometimes complement each other?

*what was the major goal of the Open Door Policy?

*how was journalism used as propaganda during the Spanish-American War?

*what was the outcome of the Spanish-American War?  What did the US gain as a result?

*what was Teddy Roosevelt’s attitude towards US foreign policy in Latin America?

*the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine assumed the right of the US to do what?

*why did the US decide to build the Panama Canal?

*under what circumstances did Teddy Roosevelt believe it was OK for the US to intervene in Latin American politics?

*why did some criticize US policies in Latin America?

*what president’s foreign policy encouraged US companies to interact with foreign countries in an attempt to make a profit?  What was the name of his foreign policy?

*what was President Wilson’s foreign policy at the beginning of WWI?

*what events brought the US into WWI?

*in what ways did the government become more involved in the economy during WWI?

*what was the main part of Wilson’s Fourteen Points?

*how were civil liberties compromised during WWI? 

*why did the US refuse to join the League of Nations after the war?

*why was President Wilson worried about the harshness of the peace settlement after WWI?

The Roaring Twenties

*reacting to the end of WWI, the US followed this type of foreign policy

*when President Coolidge stated the “business of America is business”, he was emphasizing his belief in this economic policy of leaving businesses alone

*part of President Harding’s promise of a return to “normalcy” was a resumption of this traditional US foreign policy

*how were the Sacco and Vanzetti case, the Red Scare and the Ku Klux Klan all threats to civil liberties in America?

*what effort led by Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer led to thousands being jailed and deported during the Red Scare?

*what group was formed to protect the civil liberties of those accused of being radicals?

*what minority groups did the NAACP and the Anti-Defamation League protect the rights of?

*what was the goal of Marcus Garvey and the UNIA?

*what right did the women’s movement fight for in the early 20th century?  Which Constitutional amendment achieved this goal?

*why was Prohibition so difficult to enforce?

*how did Prohibition, the Scopes Trial, and the National Origins Act all demonstrate the increasing conflict between “old” and “new” America?

*how did the Scopes Trial demonstrate the struggle between science and fundamentalism?

*why are the 1920s sometimes called the “Roaring Twenties”

*who are some writers of the Harlem Renaissance?

*how did the Great Migration of blacks from the South to the North impact race relations?

*what artistic movement encouraged black pride and artistic expression?

*how did the radio create a mass culture in America?

*what led to the flood of new consumer products on the market in the 1920s?

*understand the emergence and importance of movie and sports stars during the era

The Great Depression and New Deal

*what was established in 1913 to restore confidence in the banking system?

*what was the relationship of supply to demand in the economy during the Great Depression?

*what were the causes of the Great Depression?

*how did Herbert Hoover react to the Great Depression?

*how did Hoover’s personal beliefs influence his reaction to the Great Depression?

*what were the causes of the Dust Bowl?

*how did Californians react to the Dust Bowl refugees?

*what was the purpose of the New Deal? (hint:  think “3 Rs”)

*what was the philosophy of the role of government in the New Deal?

*what was the most immediate goal of FDR’s New Deal?

*what New Deal program was designed to safeguard the stock market?

*what is the purpose of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation?

*why did the power of labor unions increase during the New Deal?

*what organization was created during the Great Depression to represent unskilled industrial workers?

*what is the purpose of Social Security?

*what do the purposes of the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Bonneville Dam and the California Central Valley Authority all have in common?

*what was the goal of the government’s farm policies during the New Deal?

*what was the traditional government policy for dealing with the economy before the New Deal?

*what was the main reason FDR tried to increase the number of justices on the Supreme Court?

*why did some criticize the new Deal as unconstitutional?

*how did the New Deal change Americans’ attitudes towards government’s role in the economy?

World War II

*what was US foreign policy regarding European affairs between WWI and WWII?

*what was happening at home during the 1930s that influenced American foreign policy?

*what US neutrality law was passed as a reaction to the rise of Hitler in Germany?

*for what reason did the US ultimately get involved in both WWI and WWII?

*what is appeasement?  How is the Munich Conference an example of appeasement?

*what was the “Four Freedoms” speech?

*what do the Atlantic Charter and Wilson’s Fourteen Points have in common?

*what was the purpose of our Lend-Lease policy?

*what was the immediate cause of the US entry into WWII?

*what happened on D-Day?

*what is the Battle of the Bulge?

*what was the US strategy to defeat the Japanese in the Pacific?

*who were the Tuskegee Airmen?

*how did the US respond to the Holocaust during WWII?

*As in WWI, how did the US government policies give it more control over the economy?

*what was the main reason President Truman gave for dropping the atomic bomb on Japan?

*how did WWII impact women and minorities opportunities on the homefront?

*how did the development of the atomic bomb change US foreign policy?

*what did the Supreme Court case Korematsu v. US rule?

*how did the US government fairly distribute scarce items during WWII?

